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(ABSTRACT)

Reassembling Fan Activism
— Fandom Identity as Material Assemblage and
Strategies of Identity Maintenance -

Lee, Jiyoung * Ahn, Heejeh

Through the case of BTS’s fandom “A.R.M.Y.,” this study reconfigures
the existing linear discussion of fandom identity and fan activism by centering
on incoherence, and looks at fan activism as actual by understanding fandom
identity as a dimension of material assemblage through actor-network theory.
To this end, this study conceptualizes fandom identity as an effect of actor-
networks and as another actor in which actors are punctualised. Fandom
identity is then an actor that needs to be continually stabilized, and fan
activism is an ongoing strategy for that stabilization. In the case of ARM.Y.,
their history has been defined by actions that have sought to realize social
justice in particular. For the fandom A.R.M.Y., activism corresponds to the
history of the fandom. A.R.M.Y. has mobilized its history of activism in the
process of defining and preserving its boundaries, and activism has mobilized
ARM.Y. in empowering itself by realizing the values formed within the
chain of events. In this context, A.R.M.Y.’s fandom identity is an example
of the mutually constitutive relationship between fandom and fan activism.
Although this study takes fandom as its subject, it does not stop at the study
of fandom, but examines the relationship between identity and activism

itself, and seeks to resolve the friction by conceptualizing ‘history’ as a
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black-box, a concept that creates friction between existing social theory and
actor-network theory. Activism as a becoming-minoritarian or a war against
totalizing power is an act that is connected to the value of making society
better. Reassembling fan activism, further, activism itself as an actor-network,
can be a way to create a material basis for resistance in everyday world,
instead of leaving hope or optimism for a better society in the realm of the

potential or possible.

Key Words : A RM.Y, BTS, Actor-network Theory, Fan Activism,
Fandom Identity, K-culture




