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(ABSTRACT)

Study on the Mountain Villages
Nationwide Place Names

Kim, Ju Mi * Min, Jee—Ae - Chang, Chuyoun * Yoo, Rhee—Hwa

As the interest in the multifaceted value of mountain villages increases, there
is a growing demand for their natural characteristics, including scenic, cultural,
and ecological value. Mountain villages, mainly centered around mountains,
have distinctive locational features that differentiate them from other spaces
or regions. Therefore, this study aimed to analyze the characteristics of
mountain villages through their place names. Through the analysis of mountain
village toponyms, a classification criterion was established to categorize them
into natural toponyms, cultural toponyms, and others. The study examined
all toponyms associated with mountain villages, focusing on their correlation
with a representative regional cultural content, local festivals. The research
findings indicate that out of the 466 towns and townships designated as
mountain villages nationwide, 341 toponyms (73.2%) were associated with
natural environments, with mountain-related toponyms being the most prevalent
at 119 (25.5%), followed by location-based toponyms at 103 (22.1%). Cultural
toponyms constituted 68 (14.6%) of the total. The cultural toponyms in
mountain villages exhibited a characteristic combination of natural geographical
elements associated with mountains. Examining cultural content utilizing
mountain village toponyms revealed a total of 43 local festivals, among which

14 were associated with mountain village toponyms. The use of mountain
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village toponyms reflects the characteristics of these areas. Therefore, when
enhancing the unique identity of mountain villages, active utilization of

toponyms and their cultural content is recommended.

Key Words : Mountain villages, Place name, Forest culture, The front
morphemes of place names, The natural place names, The

administrative area names




