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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on Narrative Strategy Found
in GOTY Winners
— Focusing on the Big Winners at GOTY Award
during the Last 10 Years —

Choi, Ji Woon

Currently, the status or presence of games is not inferior to other video
contents. For this reason, many researchers have paid attention to games and
found meaningful results. However, this paper tried to study the game
through the concept of “narrative strategy,” which means a methodical
problem of conveying a story in a narrative and narrative, which is a
communication process, different from the existing research method. To this
end, we analyzed the setting and compositional characteristics of characters
and worldviews found in the study subjects and looked at how the narrative
strategy located here evoked emotions and empathy for users. The subject of
the study was limited to the titles of the last 10 years among GOTY-winning
works, which are considered to have both popularity and workability among
users and critics. As a result, the following conclusions were drawn.

First, a man in the 30s or older, a gender and age group similar to the
main user, appeared as the main character. In addition, they provided
storytelling of solitude, fatherhood, and family problems that users can fully
sympathize with. Next, they created dark fantasy and post-apocalyptic

worldview derived from fantasy and SF (science fiction), where surreal time
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and space is the main center, to implant fear and helplessness in the mind of
users. However, they aroused a deep sense of achievement and impressed
users by offering a narrative that maximizes growth, realization of justice,
and recovery of emotions and values. Lastly, series extended or ended in
combination with the characters and stories of the previous games. This is
attractive to users in that it meets the expectations of the users who have
played the previous games.

Most of the research subjects aroused the user’s sympathy and concentration
by appropriately taking these narrative strategies, which leads to a success
of winning GOTY award. Of course, that’s not all that can evaluate the
completeness of games, but it is considered to have presented a valid

opinion or a way.

Key Words : Game, GOTY, Narrative Strategy, Male Users in Their

30s and Older, Fear, Helplessness, Expectations




