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(ABSTRACT)

The Existential Attributes and Narrative Meaning
of 'Young Widow Character in Folktale

Na, Ji—Young

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the existential attributes and
narrative meaning of ‘young widow’ character in folktale. In chapter 2,
<Daughter-in-law’s slander and a cane>, <Daughter-in-law’s misunder-
standing and testimony>, <Daughter-in-law’s seduction and slander> are
examined. Those folktales are focusing on the relationship between
‘father-in-law’ and ‘widowed daughter-in-law’. ‘Father-in-law’ character
represents a ‘sound social norm’. The following are some findings. First,
widowed daughter-in-law who expressed her oppressed desire eagerly
always failed to get remarried. ‘Remarry’ is what widowed daughter-in-law’s
truly wish for. Ironically, widowed daughter-in-law who didn’t expressed
her oppressed desire at all only succeed in remarry. On the contrary,
widowed daughter-in-law who expressed her oppressed desire eagerly had
to be accused and punished by social morality. Second, ‘young widow’
character in folktale cannot show her desire by herself. She is a ‘unmovable
being’ who has to wait someone to give her a chance to express her desire.
If ‘young widow’ character shows her oppressed desire and tries to achieve
it, she has to confront the severe moral standard, and ends up fail.

In chapter 3, <A widow teaching how to get married> is examined. This

folktale is focusing on the relationship between ‘old bachelor’ and ‘young
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widow’. The following are some findings. First, ‘young widow’ has lots of
possibility and potential power which are shown as ‘wealth’ in the text. On
the other hand, ‘old bachelor’ always describes as poor man. Even though
‘young widow’ has lots of possibility and potential power, she cannot try to
achieve her desire by herself. In order to achieve her true goal, ‘young
widow’ character needs to meet a ‘movable being’. ‘Old bachelor’ is the
character who can move first and express one’s desire. When these two
beings are met, fundamental lack of each character can be fulfilled. Second,
the ‘process of teaching how to get married’ in <A widow teaching how to
get married> is the process of ‘young widow’s change. Before she involved
the process initiated by the old bachelor, she hid her desire and couldn't
express it. She couldn't try to achieve her true desire. However, after slowly
and carefully getting involved the process, she finally admitted her hidden
desire, and tried to achieve it. Third, when the social norm and personal
desire are collided, appearance of witness is the turning point. In <A widow
teaching how to get married>, ‘a pottery dealer’ who witnessed the coitus
between ‘young widow’ and ‘old bachelor’ became the ‘approver’ not the
‘surveillant’. If ‘a pottery dealer’ became the ‘surveillant’, the relationship
between ‘young widow’ and ‘old bachelor’ would confront the severe social
morality. However, in this folktake, appearance of witness helped the
‘young widow’ to achieve her oppressed desire. The main reason is that the
change of ‘young widow’. When ‘young widow’ also can express her desire
freely, and became the active agent of her own behavior, the witness can be

the ‘approver’ easily.
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