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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on the Narrative of “Children
of the Nation” in Chinese Films
— It Focuses on the Movie {My Mongolian Mother),
{In Search of Lost Time)
about the Inner Mongols —

Ahn, Chang Hyun

“Children of the Nation” refers to more than 3,000 orphans of Han
Nationality who were adopted and grown up by Mongolian families in the
Inner Mongolia region during the Great Famine of the early 1960s. The
study looked at the specific ways of rewriting contemporary Chinese history,
which was reconstructed into films, focusing on films “My Mongolian
Mother (ZH75)” (2010) and “In Search of Lost Time (VI TEE )
(2022), based on the story of orphans of Han Nationality raised in a
Mongolian family called “Children of the Nation” and analyzed how to
highlight the image of the state and the party and persuade the public in the
process.

The movie based on “Children of the Nation” is a narrative of overcoming
disasters by national unity. At the same time, the orphans of Han Nationality
grow into new family members in the grasslands. However, the melodramatic
characteristics of emotional excess stood out because historical true stories
were treated at the ethical and emotional level of families and individuals.

In terms of characters, Mongolian adoptive mother served as an embodiment
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of the maternal myth and a replacement for the state. The orphans of Han
Nationality, who grow up to be children in the grasslands with the support
of the party and the government, served as a person seeking reconciliation
with caregivers in the process of healing their inner trauma. In addition, the
background of the movie “Children of the Nation” was reproduced as an
image of hospitality, and the harsh real history was depicted as a hidden

romantic space, revealing its limitations.

Key Words : Children of the Nation, National Disaster Movies, The
Mongols of Inner Mongolia, Melodrama, Adoptive Mother,
Orphan




