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(ABSTRACT)

Main Theme Aspects of Korean Girl Group Music
Lyrics and Attitudes of Female Speaker
—Diachronic Approach toward Accommodation and
Speaking Styles of Women’s Dating Experiences—

Kim, Tae Ryong

This study focuses on the attitude of female speakers appearing in the
lyrics of Korean girl group music. This study diachronically analyzed how
women accommodate and talk about their dating experiences and looked into
how speakers' attitudes have transformed in the flow of time. For this aim,
this study understood the main femininity in the Korean popular music of the
past based on previous studies. Next, 186 girl group songs, which were
largely popular between 1998 and 2019, were selected as the study objects.
They were classified based on the themes "prior to being in a relationship', 'in
a relationship', 'separated’, and so on and the characteristics of respective
categories based on the attitudes of female speakers have been derived. This
study aimed to capture the transformational aspects of female speakers’
attitudes reflected in girl group music by analyzing which changes the
categories supported by the public have gone through in the flow of time. As
a result, it has been identified that women appearing in girl group music were
being described as overcoming passive and subordinate femininity. This
study is meaningful in the sense that it made the first diachronic attempt

toward girl group music. The results of this study can provide insight toward
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gender consciousness changes in the Korean society and contribute to

generating K-pop contents matching the demands of the public.

Key Words : Girl Group, Idol Group, K-pop, Female Speaker, Popular

Music




